














The District’s buildings are ornamented with especially handsome terra-cotta detailing.
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The District’s buildings retain most of the physical characteristics that define their
historic significance. These include historic wall materials, including brick and stone, as
well as fine architectural details such as decorative metal, stone and wood porches;
building entrances; balconies; cornices; stone entrance and window surrounds; and a
variety of terra-cotta and stone ornament. Additionally, they continue to serve the same
function a century or so after their construction with little discernable changes in style.
Most importantly, the overall sense of place remains strong throughout the district.

One change to buildings in general within the District is the replacement of windows,
although most newer windows, being one-over-one, double-hung sash, are visually
compatible with typical windows of the period. Other relatively minor changes include
glass-block infill in two small second-floor windows at 2823 N. Pine Grove Ave.; the loss
of a cornice and other rooftop decorative elements at 420 W. Surf St.; painted terra cotta
detailing at 424-26 and 425 W. Surf St.; changes to the main entrance of the Surf
Apartment Hotel at 501-17 W. Surf St.; and loss of rooftop terra-cotta ornamental pieces
on the Pine Grove Apartment Hotel at 2816-28 N. Pine Grove Ave. The three-flat at 435
W. Surf St. also has undergone exterior changes since its construction with the
reconstruction of original stone balconies with brick and the reconfiguration of its original
street-facing main entrance with a side entrance when the building was converted from its
original floor-through apartments to smaller units.

Despite these alterations, the Surf-Pine Grove District retains a high degree of physical
integrity and the ability to express its overall historic architectural and aesthetic value
through its individual buildings and the visually consistent way they relate to each other.
The District’s streetscapes are coherent in general scale, setback, use of traditional
materials, and the use of historic ornamental styles.

SIGNIFICANT HISTORICAL
AND ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES

Whenever a building is under consideration for landmark designation, the Commission on
Chicago Landmarks is required to identify the “significant historical and architectural
features” of the property. This is done to enable the owners and the public to understand
which elements are considered most important to preserve the historical and architectural
character of the proposed landmark.

Based onits evaluation of the Surf-Pine Grove District, the Commission recommends that the
significant features be identified as:

. all exterior building elevations, including rooflines, visible from public rights-of-
way.
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The Surf-Pine Grove District’s buildings are
especially noteworthy for the quality and
variety of their building entrances.
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Additional building details found in the Surf-Pine
Grove District.
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Top: A historic photograph of the Commodore Apartments at 550 W. Surf St. soon after its
construction in 1897. Bottom: a 1920s advertisement, published in the Feb. 25, 1923,
edition of the Chicago Tribune, featuring the Pine Grove Apartment Hotel at 2816-28 N.
Pine Grove Ave..
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THe CHESTERFIELD APARTMENTS

Corner Surf Strect and Pine Grove Avenue

HIS huilding is located on the narthwest eomer of Susf Street and Pine Cirave Avenue, one hin-c.k
orth of Lincoln Park, one block west of the Dirive in the exclusive residential district, and is
one black from the Broadway surface car lings, Motor busses on the Drive will soon be available
for the trip down tows,

The constriction is of red Colonial brick with granite base and Bedford stone trimmings
in Adame period design.

=

The agartments range in size from four rooms with ene bath, to seven ruoms with three baths. Extra
servants’ quarters and individual laundries with clothes driers are provided on main foor. The reoms are
trimmed in old ivory throughout, The bathrooms have tile walls, builtin tubs and showers. All -.-.l.;u;ld.
worle ie of cabinet construetion. Caen stone is used for Areplaces and vestibules, with silver fixtures.  The
bailding is heated by vacuum vapor syatern, and a garbage incinerator is provided.  An annunciater system
is installed in conmection with an inter-communicating telephone system,

Rentel Schedule: 3F0-8165 per month,

JOREPH H. BUTTAS, Owner, 10 5 La Salle Strect.

In 1917, A.J. Pardridge & Harold Bradley, “brokers in Apartments of the Better Class,”
published a book, Directory to Apartments of the Better Class Along the North Side of
Chicago, that included the building at 500-18 W. Surf St./2900-18 N. Pine Grove Ave.,
designed in 1916 by Roy F. French for developer Joseph H. Buttas.
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BuiLDING CATALOG

All buildings in the Surf-Pine Grove District are preliminarily identified as “contributing” to the district except 530-34
W. Surf St, which was built circa 1968. The categorization of whether a property is contributing or non-contributing to
the District represents a preliminary analysis by the Landmarks Division staff only and is provided as guidance for
property owners and the public to anticipate how these properties would be treated under the Chicago Landmarks
Ordinance. Individual property owners have the right to petition the Commission on Chicago Landmarks on whether
a building is contributing or non-contributing to the district on a case-by-case basis as part of the permit review
process, and the Commission reserves the right to make a final determination in accordance with the procedures
established by the Ordinance and the Commission s adopted Rules and Regulations.

Building Address Building Description Const. Date |Architect Original Owner
414-16 W. Surf St. 3-story apartment building 1915 O.M. Christianson F.B. Christy
Koenigsberg &
420 W. Surf St. 8-story brick apartment hotel 1928 Weisfeld Apt Hotel
424-26 W. Surf St. 7-story brick apartment building 1926 Raymond J. Gregori Callner Construction Co.
3-story brick courtyard apartment
428-36 W. Surf St. building 1924 Thomas R. Bishop Harry Zisook
3-story brick courtyard apartment Loewenberg and
438-48 W. Surf St. building 1922 Loewenberg Harry Zisook
450-56 W. Surf St. / 2901-19 N.
Pine Grove Ave. 3-story corner apartment building 1916 William H. Pruyn, Jr. Walter J. Rinne
500-18 W. Surf St. / 2900-18 N. |3-story brick courtyard apartment
Pine Grove Ave. building 1916 Roy F. France Joseph H. Buttas
3-story brick courtyard apartment Loewenberg and
520-28 W. Surf St. building 1924 Loewenberg Benjamin B. Ritholz
530-34 W. Surf St. 5-story brick apartment building c. 1968 not known not known
3-story brick courtyard apartment
540-48 W. Surf St. building 1928 Raymond J. Gregori Callner Construction Co.
550-68 W. Surf St. / 2853-70 N |6 1/2-story brick courtyard apartment
Broadway building 1897 Edmond R. Krause Ernest J. Lehman
415 W. Surf St. 3-story brick apartment building 1910 Samuel N. Crowen W. M. Remey
Grossman and Sheridan Surf Apartment
423-25 W. Surf St. 9-story apartment hotel 1922 Proskauer Hotel
429 W. Surf St. 3-story brick apartment building 1914 F.W. Thomson Robert and Anna Miehle
435 W. Surf St. 3-story brick apartment building 1914 William S. Klewer H. Koenig
441 W. Surf St. 3-story single-family house 1890 Edmund R. Krause Gustav Hoffman
445-47 W. Surf St./2835-37 N.
Pine Grove Ave. 3-story corner apartment building 1908 N. Hallstrom J.W. Woodstrom
501-17 W. Surf St. / 2832-44 N.
Pine Grove Ave. 10-story brick apartment hotel 1917 H.R. Wilson & Co. Dr. M.L. Blatt
517-29 W. Surf St./2835-45 N.  |3-story brick corner apartment
Cambridge Ave. building 1905 J.P.and J. P. Doerr  |William P. Doerr
539-53 W. Surf St./2838-44 N. |3-story brick corner apartment
Cambridge Ave. building 1915 Paul Frederick Olsen |[Thomas Tagney
4-story terra-cotta-clad apartment Rissman and
555 W. Surf St. hotel 1924 Hirschfield Surfway Hotel Co.
9-story brick courtyard apartment
557-61 W. Surf St. building 1901 Edmund R. Krause E.J. Lehman
Loewenberg and Robert Edelson & Hyland
2816-28 N. Pine Grove Ave. 6-story brick hotel apartment hotel 1922 Loewenberg Reulleu
2 1/2-story graystone-fronted single
2817 N. Pine Grove Ave. family house 1891 Ostling Brothers C.F. Johnson
2 1/2-story graystone-fronted single
2819 N. Pine Grove Ave. family house 1891 Ostling Brothers C.F. Johnson
2 1/2-story graystone-fronted single
2821 N. Pine Grove Ave. family house 1891 Ostling Brothers C.F. Johnson
2 1/2-story graystone-fronted single
2823 N. Pine Grove Ave. family house 1891 Ostling Brothers C.F. Johnson
2 1/2-story graystone-fronted single
2825 N. Pine Grove Ave. family house 1891 Ostling Brothers C.F. Johnson
2 1/2-story graystone-fronted single
2827 N. Pine Grove Ave. family house 1891 Ostling Brothers H. Strassheim
2 1/2-story graystone-fronted single
2829 N. Pine Grove Ave. family house 1891 Ostling Brothers H. Strassheim
2 1/2-story graystone-fronted single
2831 N. Pine Grove Ave. family house 1891 Ostling Brothers H. Strassheim
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ADDRESS RANGES

The Surf-Pine Grove District is comprised of buildings with the following address ranges:

West Surf Street, 414 - 568 (evens)

West Surf Street, 413 - 571 (odds)

North Pine Grove Avenue, 2816 - 2918 (evens)
North Pine Grove Avenue, 2817 - 2919 (odds)
North Cambridge Avenue, 2836 - 2844 (evens)
North Cambridge Avenue, 2835 - 2845 (odds)
North Broadway, 2853 - 2873 (odds)

435
SURF
STREET

OUR-THIRTY-FIVE Surf Street is located just
P oft Sheridan Road, one half block to the west,
in a section of beauty and desirability. It is conven-
lent to Lincoln Park, the yacht harbor, the golf

links of the park, good transportation, amusements
of various sorts, as well as having Chicago’s loop
district readily accessible, A shopping district is
within walking distance,

The building isthree stories in height and contains
three apartments. Each apartment contains seven
rooms and three baths, with sun parlor, enclosed
slee]_:ing Purch and four open Porches. The living
room and dining room, of generous proportions,

open upon Surf Street. There are three master bed-
rooms and two baths, as well as 2 maid's room and
bath. One of the master bedrooms opens upon the

sleeping porch, and one upon an open porch. The kitchens are large and well ventilated, and are fully equipped.

In 1928, the real-estate firm of Baird & Warner published photographs and descriptions of
dozens of Chicago apartment buildings, including the three-flat at 435 W. Surf St., in A Portfolio
of Fine Apartment Homes.
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Top: The Green Brier Apartments at
559 W. Surf St., as shown in the
national magazine Architectural
Record in 1907.

Right: A rendering of the apartment
building at 420 W. Surf St., pub-
lished in the April 15, 1928, issue of
the Chicago Tribune.
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